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Clandestine Drug Laboratory Policy 

Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to provide clear guidelines for managing properties owned or managed by Cornerstone that 
are suspected or confirmed of being used to illegally manufacture controlled drugs or where chemical contamination has 
been confirmed. This policy ensures the safety of tenants, staff, and the community by outlining procedures for 
identifying, reporting, and remediating clandestine drug laboratories in accordance with the South Australia Public Health 
(Clandestine Drug Laboratories) Policy 2016. 

Application 
This policy applies to all properties owned and managed by Cornerstone and is relevant to all employees, contractors, 
tenants, and other stakeholders involved in the management, maintenance, and occupation of Cornerstone properties. 

Governing Regulations 
• South Australia Public Health Act 2011 
• South Australia Public Health (Clandestine Drug Laboratories) Policy 2016 
• Biosecurity Act 2015 (Cth) 
• Fair Work Act 2009 (Cth) 
• Emergency Management Act 2004 (SA) 

Definitions 
‘Clandestine Drug Laboratory’ refers to any premises or vehicle where controlled drugs are, or were, unlawfully 
manufactured or where an attempt to manufacture such drugs occurred. This includes locations where chemicals, 
equipment, or waste materials related to the drug manufacturing process are found. 

‘Contamination’ means the presence of chemicals, chemical residues, or associated waste that could cause harm to 
health or safety, requiring specific actions to manage and remediate to acceptable standards. 

‘Decontamination’ means the process of cleaning or removing harmful chemical residues and associated waste from a 
site to render it safe for reoccupation or use, as per recognised health and safety standards. 

‘Risk Assessment’ means a systematic process conducted by qualified personnel to evaluate the extent of 
contamination, determine health and safety risks, and outline necessary steps for remediation. 

‘Clearance Certificate’ means a document issued by a certified environmental health officer confirming that a property 
has been adequately decontaminated and is safe for reoccupation. 

Policy Statement 
Cornerstone is committed to maintaining safe and healthy living environments. If a clandestine drug laboratory is 
suspected or identified in any of Cornerstone’s properties, immediate action will be taken to assess the risk, report to the 
relevant authorities, and ensure the property is decontaminated before reoccupation. Cornerstone will collaborate with 
public health officials, law enforcement, and environmental health officers to mitigate the risks associated with such 
laboratories. 
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Identification and Reporting 
Cornerstone staff must not enter the property if a lab is suspected. 

If a clandestine drug laboratory is suspected, employees, contractors, tenants, or tenant’s support workers must 
immediately report their concerns to the Housing Services Manager or General Manager.  

Signs of a drug lab include unusual chemical odours, large quantities of chemical containers, or suspicious modifications 
to the property.  

Notification to Authorities 

Upon receiving a report, the Housing Services Manager or General Manager will notify relevant authorities, including 
SAPOL and public health officials, in line with legal requirements. Cornerstone will cooperate with investigations and 
follow directives regarding property access and safety measures. 

Risk Assessment and Safety Precautions 

A qualified environmental health officer or authorised personnel will conduct a risk assessment to determine 
contamination levels. Access to the property will be restricted until declared safe. Staff and contractors must use 
personal protective equipment (PPE) when handling potentially contaminated sites, and all maintenance work orders for 
the property will be suspended. 

Decontamination Process 
If contamination is confirmed, Cornerstone will engage certified decontamination services to clean and remediate the 
property. This process includes removing hazardous materials, cleaning affected surfaces, and ensuring safe air quality. A 
professional remediation plan will be developed based on initial investigations and assessment reports, detailing the 
items to be disposed of, cleaned, and the cleaning procedures. 

Clearance and Reoccupation 
The property will only be cleared for reoccupation once a certified environmental health officer issues a clearance 
certificate confirming that the site is safe. Tenants will be notified of their rights and the steps being taken to ensure 
safety, including temporary housing arrangements, if necessary, in line with Cornerstone’s Decant Policy. 

Communication and Support for Tenants 
Clear communication with tenants affected by a clandestine drug laboratory is essential. Cornerstone will inform tenants 
of safety measures, required actions, and support available during the remediation process. If children are involved, 
Cornerstone will notify the Department for Child Protection as mandated by law. 

Training and Awareness 
Cornerstone will provide ongoing training for employees on identifying clandestine drug laboratories and the procedures 
for handling these situations. Regular updates and refresher training sessions will ensure continued compliance with 
safety protocols. 

Documentation and Record Keeping 
All incidents, reports, and actions related to the identification and remediation of clandestine drug laboratories will be 
documented according to Cornerstone’s record-keeping policies. This includes keeping records of incident reports, risk 
assessments, decontamination certificates, and communications with tenants and authorities. 
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Incident and Hazard Management 
Cornerstone will maintain a log of contaminated properties, detailing assessments, remediation actions, and copies of all 
relevant documentation. A ‘Do not enter’ warning will be issued, and access to the property will be strictly controlled until 
it is cleared. 

Critical Incidents 
Any incident involving a clandestine drug laboratory that directly impacts Cornerstone’s objectives or service delivery 
must be reported to the relevant regulatory and funding bodies. Cornerstone will ensure all necessary steps are taken to 
mitigate the risks and manage the situation effectively. 
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Cornerstone Housing Ltd does not accept any liability for misinformation, injury, loss, or damage incurred by use of or reliance upon the 
information provided in any outdated or printed policy document.
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