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Christmas EVENTS
The Lights of Lobethal Christmas
Festival, Lobethal, 12 to 23 December

Merry Christmas!

West End Brewery Christmas Riverbank
Display, Thebarton, 13 to 25 December
‘Shine’ Christmas Lights Spectacular
by Little Town Productions, Loxton, 17 to
24 December
WonderFULL Christmas Festival by
Playford Uniting Church, Munno Para,
Friday 17 December
Christmas Carols at Influencers Church
Paradise, Adelaide City and South
campuses, Sunday 19 December

Cornerstone will again
close its office between the
Christmas and New Year
period from 5.00pm Friday 24
December 2021 until 9.00am
Tuesday 4 January 2022.
Our after-hours maintenance phone
(0413 618 810) is available for emergency
and urgent maintenance only. All other
inquiries, such as rent, will be attended
to on Tuesday 4 January.
After what has been another challenging
year for us all, all of us at Cornerstone
would like to wish you a safe and
peaceful Christmas and New Year’s.

COVID UPDATE
While it’s business as usual at
Cornerstone, we have implemented a

few changes to stay as COVID-safe as
possible due to opening of the border.
Key changes:
•

Tenants are to attend the office via
a booked appointment.

•

Tenants will be required to wear a
mask during an inspection.

•

Time limits on inspections – no more
than 50 minutes.

•

Contractors attending homes for
maintenance will be following their
own COVID risk management plans.
If a tenant doesn’t comply, then the
work order will not commence or
will cease.

Stay safe, and please contact us if you
need any extra support during the next
few months as we all navigate our way
through this next chapter.

LIFE Adelaide Christmas carols event
‘The Most Wonderful Time of the Year’,
Pooraka, Sunday 19 December
Ebenezer Night Market, North
Adelaide, Sunday 19 December
Mt Pleasant Christmas Twilight
Farmers Market, Mt Pleasant, Thursday
23 December
Adelaide Showground Twilight
Christmas Market, Wayville, Thursday
23 December
LIFE Church Ingle Farm Christmas
Eve Festival and Carols, Friday 24
December
St Bede’s Anglican Church ‘Is there
room? A Christmas event for children
and families’, Semaphore, Friday 24
December
MarionLIFE Christmas Day Lunch,
Mitchell Park, Saturday 25 December,
bookings required, $5
(All events are subject to COVID
restrictions.)

Our vision statement: for all people to know Jesus and be integrated into the body of Christ through the vehicle of Christian-based housing.

C R E ATIVE E X PR E S S I O N
YIELDS

bi g be n e fi ts

Using art and creativity as a way to boost
mental health is important for children and
adults alike.

Benefits of creativity
•

Improves mood

MARY

•

Boosts self-esteem

I have been a Cornerstone tenant for 24 years.

•

Improves cognitive function

•

Improves social life

•

Alleviates stress, anxiety and depression

I first saw these miniature rooms and houses (pictured
above) on YouTube about two years ago, and I decided
one day I would like to do a kit. I did my first room
about a year ago and thoroughly enjoyed it. I have now
completed about 20 different kits.

Community centres and libraries often run free or lowcost activities where you can learn a new skill.
The internet is also a wealth of information, with hundreds
of tutorials and instructions to help you find ways to tap
into your creative side.

Take a look at some of the achievements
and interesting skills of three Cornerstone
tenants, Mary, Dianne and Craig.
If you have an interesting skill you’d like to
share with us, please get in touch!
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The kits range in size, and the materials used are wood,
plastic, paper, beads and wire. All components have to
be assembled. There is also lighting to be installed.
The largest kit I have done is a three-storey container
house, and the smallest one is a dome, approximately 1
inch tall with a ferris wheel and carousel in it.
I love seeing the project turn from hundreds of pieces in
a box into a fully furnished home or room. It is enjoyable
and very satisfying.
I am currently making a room from scratch. It is a
replica of the nursery for my son’s twins, who are due in
December.

DIANNE
I have been here nearly 20 years. When I moved in, the
garden was almost non-existent. The back was lawn and
a cedar tree, and the front was bark and dead bushes.
When I was young, I enjoyed helping my mother grow
flowers, and she had a huge vegetable and fruit tree
garden. God gave me a chance to have a garden of
my own. So, I started with a few roses and a couple of
bushes (got rid of the cedar), fertilised the lawn and
cleaned away the bark and dead plants. As the back
lawn improved, I took lawn runners and planted them
out the front.
When I met my future husband, we had the idea to make
‘rooms’ in the back garden, so we started with a small
English garden. Then we created a Tuscany garden with
a table and chairs. We had a pond but decided to make
it bigger so that now we have many fish, water lilies
and water irises. We added a bridge to give it a Monet
garden effect. We now have seasonal flowers, perennials
and plants from my mum (a fuchsia) and an angel wing
begonia, which belonged to my grandma. I have shared
cuttings of these with my brothers.
Many a day, we sit in one of our rooms to enjoy food and
wine. I thank God for the opportunity to have a lovely
home and enjoy his creation with flowers and many
different birds. ‘To cultivate a garden is to walk with God.’

CRAIG
In November, Cornerstone tenant Craig
won an award at the CHARTS Awards
(Community Housing Art Awards South
Australia) for his artwork (above) titled
‘Depression (the other side)’. He won the
award for emerging artist photography,
digital and graphic art.
CHARTS is a new initiative among
community housing providers. It celebrates
and showcases the diversity and depth
of talent within tenants in community and
social housing.

page 3

Tips for happy pipes!
We need your help to keep Cornerstone Housing
property sewers healthy to limit the number of calls we
receive about toilet blockages.
SA Water says:
When items other than the three Ps – paper
(toilet), pee and poo – are flushed down the loo,
or incorrect items are put down the drain, they
make their way into sewer pipes and can easily
become trapped. This causes a blockage, which
can lead to overflows inside your home, yard or
in your street, which can also impact on the local
environment. These ‘unflushable’ items can also
cause issues at SA wastewater treatment plants,
as they build up and need to be removed.
If unflushable items have caused a blockage at your
home and need to be removed by a plumber, a fee of
up to $500 will be passed onto you.
So please, spread the word and keep your sewers
healthy by only flushing toilet paper, pee or poo!

‘Remember, if it’s not paper,
pee or poo, do not flush it
down the loo!’
What are unflushable items?
SA Water says the most damaging items are:
•

sanitary pads

•

tampons

•

wet wipes

•

condoms.

‘These items are not designed to easily break down
in water. They get stuck in pipes, tangled within tree
roots in search of water, or collected at wastewater
treatment plants and then taken to landfill. Wet wipes
and feminine hygiene products account for around 90
per cent of materials removed from blocked sewers’, SA
Water reports.
Additionally, fats, grease and oils from cooking must
not be poured down the drain in your kitchen. Please
let them cool and then put them in your bin.
Remember, ‘if it’s not paper, pee or poo, do not flush it
down the loo’.
Also, hold the full flush button down until the cistern is
emptied. Using part flushes continually will cause the
paper to back up over time, resulting in a blockage.
We thank you for your cooperation in keeping the
sewers of Cornerstone Housing properties blockagefree!
Source: www.sawater.com.au/my-home/leaks-orblockages/tips-for-happy-pipes
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Bushfire prevention
It’s that time of the year – bushfire danger season. Even if
you live in a metropolitan area where the fire risks are low,
housefires still occur every day, so it’s still important to be
prepared and know what to do.
How to prepare your home:
1. Keep your yard clear of flammable materials.
2. Keep your yard tidy and maintained.
3. Ensure your gutters are clean and free of debris.
4. Prepare a bushfire plan, emergency kit and home fire
escape plan (visit www.cfs.sa.gov.au for downloadable
resources).
5. Ensure all access points inside and around the property
are clear so emergency services can attend quickly and
you can escape easily in the event of a fire.
Removing any excess rubbish or debris will not only protect
your home from fire but will also assist in minimising vermin
around your property.
With bushfires, we urge you to seek further information – but
don’t rely on one source.
•

CFS website

•

CFS social media

•

Alert SA app

•

Your local ABC radio station

We hope these tips help you to enjoy a safe summer!

Prayer group

We run a weekly prayer group every Wednesday morning
at 8.15am, open to all tenants. If you’d like to join or you
have a prayer request, please reach out to Dan on 0427
928 868 or dan.pisulak@cornerstonehousing.com.au

Contact us
8165 5300

73 Nelson Street
Stepney SA 5069

PO Box 100
Marden SA 5070
cornerstonehousing.com.au

